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© all rights reserved by artist and commissionor

Stainless Steel & Granite. one-of-a-kind

Scale: 30ft high 40ft wide

Site Location: War Memorial Stadium, Little Rock, AR
Commissioned by: War Memorial Stadium Improvement Trust
Date commissioned: October 2007

Date installed September 12; dedication September 19, 2008
Structural Engineer: Gregory P. Luth & Associates, CA

Granite: Tyler Granite, GA; Fabrication & Installation: Western
Steel & Boiler, CO, McConnell Rigging, AR & CARICOFsculpture, CO

A monumental stainless steel sculpture titled "Stars and Stripes”
is now the centerpiece of a new plaza at Little Rock, Arkansas’
War Memorial Stadium to honor military veterans.

The project was awarded to Kathleen Caricof [Evergreen, CO]
and the National Sculptors’ Guild design team [Loveland, CO]J.
The team designed and implemented the tribute sculpture and
assisted the Stadium committee with the design of its surround-
ing plaza. It is the NSG’s 12th public art placement in Little Rock.

Caricof designed the sculpture to show 5 stars representing each
branch of the military. The stars interconnect to demonstrate
how the branches work together. The stars are formed by a web
of interlocking linear stainless steel 4” round pipe originating
from 5 granite columns of varied heights. The granite clad circu-
lar plaza includes name plaques, quotations and historic facts.
The sculpture measures 40 feet wide by 30 feet tall.

The complex design challenged cutting-edge engineering soft-
ware and was partially worked on in Finland. The sculpture was
fabricated in Denver, then cut into 13 pieces for transportation,
and reassembled and finished on-site.

The stadium originally was dedicated Sept. 18, 1948, in honor of
the 4,634 Arkansans who lost their lives during World War I and
World War II. War Memorial Stadium officials re-dedicated the
stadium to Arkansans who have served or are serving our coun-
try, honoring them with the newly-constructed Sturgis Veterans
Plaza on Friday, September 19, as part of the stadium’s 60th
anniversary. The re-dedication ceremony featured Governor Mike
Beebe, Brigadier General William J. Johnson, Deputy Adjutant
General, Arkansas National Guard, Little Rock Mayor Mark
Stodola, Stadium Commission Chairman Gary Smith, Artist
Kathleen Caricof, and NSG Director John W. Kinkade.

The Roy and Christine Sturgis Charitable Trust awarded the com-
mission's fundraising arm. Private donations paid for the rest.

ABOUT THE ARTIST: Caricof has gained many accolades for her sculp-
ture over the years. Stemming from a background in designing for
space having earned a bachelor's degree in Industrial Design from
the Art Center College of Design. Professional projects include
working with Buckminister Fuller in product design and with PPG
Glass in developing a next generation of products. Public art com-
missions include the cities of Burbank, CA; Broomfield, CO;
Cerritos, CA; Long Beach, CA; the Unversitiy of Denver, CO.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL ScULPTORS' GUILD: Representing some of the
most renowned sculpture artists in the nation, the NSG artists
and designers work as a team to successfully enhance both
indoor and outdoor venues with creative design and innovative
artwork. Our organization works closely with cities, municipali-
ties, corporations and private institutions across the country.
NSG design teams have enhanced public spaces in a timely fash-
ion within budgets ranging from $25,000 to $2.8 million. When
appropriate, the team grows to include architects, landscape
architects, structural engineers, designers and contractors from
around the nation. Dependent on the nature of each project, the
NSG draws upon this knowledgeable group of professionals with
proven accountability in past projects.
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