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STEEL OBELISK
BY BRUCE GUESWEL & THE NATIONAL SCULPTORS’ GUILD

Corten Steel and Glass one-of-a-kind

Scale:12.5ft high 25"x25”

Site Location: Orange Park Sculpture Garden
Commissioned by: the City of South San Francisco, CA
Date commissioned: 2004

Date installed/dedicated: 2004

© all rights reserved by artist and/or commissionor
Structural Engineer: Gregory P. Luth & Associates

The obelisk has been a recognizable form placed in public
places, dating back to the ancient Egyptians. A tall four-sided
structure that ends in a pyramid-shaped tip, it was believed the
obelisk represented the rays of the sun, thin at the point of ori-
gin and increasing in width as traveling to earth. Ancient
obelisks were created from a single piece of stone, generally
granite. The pyramid-shaped tip was sometimes coated with
copper, gold or brass, so that the rays of the sun could be reflect-
ed. Typically, hieroglyphic symbols run down the length of the
obelisk. The obelisk had the function of perforating the clouds
and dispersing negative forces, providing protection or defense.

‘My conscious goal is to make things that are beautiful, rich and
interesting enough to appreciate during extended study. In spite
of a sometimes sinister and pessimistic view of the world, I am
striving for balance and connectedness in my own life and intend
that the playful sense of humor which elevates me is apparent in
each piece.

My work is a tying-together of a classical treatment of the human
figure, and a use of materials that recognizes and exploits my
ideal of beauty as it is manifested in nature. Beauty is the gor-
geous gesture of chaos in nature: the way clay earth cracks, rocks
break, or curled tree roots show above ground. I encourage
chaos by experimenting and incorporating accidents. I use natu-
ral materials like a plagiarist for their beauty.

We easily recognize the silhouette of a cliff or the horizon of hills
as images like faces or animals or bodies. That easy recognition
surely led to those earliest carved idols. | want to recreate that
recognition by anthropomorphizing the beauty in nature.

In retrospect, I can see some common themes growing in my
work. There is a correlation with some of my personal philoso-
phies, subconsciously filtering through my hands, but I try to
avoid specific messages.’

ABOUT THE ARTIST: Gueswel's artwork has been exhibited in galleries
and museums throughout the United States. Public Art place-
ments include the cities of Thornton, CO; Fort Collins, CO; the
city of South San Francisco, CA.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL ScULPTORS' GUILD: Representing some of the
most renowned sculpture artists in the nation, the Guild artists
work as a team under the leadership of executive director John
W. Kinkade. Our organization works closely with cities, munici-
palities, corporations and private institutions across the country
to successfully enhance both indoor and outdoor venues with
creative design and innovative artwork. The NSG design teams
have enhanced public spaces in a timely fashion within budgets
ranging from $25,000 to $2.8 million. When appropriate, the
design team grows to include architects, landscape architects,
structural engineers, designers and contractors from around the
nation. Dependent on the nature of each project, the NSG draws
upon this knowledgeable group of professionals with proven
accountability in past projects.
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