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SOLAR SAILS
BY MARK LEICHLITER & THE NATIONAL SCULPTORS’GUILD

Powder Coated Mild Steel open edition, sets of three
Scale:18ft high 3ft wide per sail
Site Location: Paramount, CA, Alondra Blvd & Atlantic Place
Commissioned by: the City of Paramount, CA
Date commissioned: 2001
Date installed/dedicated: February 2002 
© all rights reserved by artist and/or commissionor

This public art placement began with a call to the
National Sculptors’ Guild headquarters from the
Paramount City Manager’s office requesting that we sub-
mit a proposal to the city for an entryway piece. The
parameters were: 

a fun, whimsical design 
for placement at one of our entries,
bright in color 
easily understood by the passing motorists,
fit within a $90,000 budget.

With this in mind calls were made to appropriate NSG
members for the creative process to begin. Mark
Leichliter answered this call with Solar Sails. He created
a concept rendering and flyby animation for the city to
review. After appropriate consideration by the staff and
City Council, the project was approved last fall with a
deadline of February 1 for installation.

With the assistance of city staff, the six sails were
installed on January 28th in time for the February 7th
opening of a new Home Depot. We thank the City of
Paramount and their staff in a very successful placement.

ABOUT THE ARTIST: Having explored nearly every method of creating
art, from lost-wax casting to hammer and chisel, Mark turned to
high technology in an attempt at a fresh approach. "I spent five
years immersing myself in 3D Computer Aided Design. I feel like I
have finally reached a level that allows me to fully express myself
as a sculptor.  The technology that exists today is remarkable."
Additional public art placements include the cities of Cerritos,
CA; La Quinta, CA; and the Little Rock National Airport, AR.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL SCULPTORS' GUILD: Representing some of the
most renowned sculpture artists in the nation, the Guild artists
work as a team under the leadership of executive director John
W. Kinkade. Our organization works closely with cities, munici-
palities, corporations and private institutions across the country
to successfully enhance both indoor and outdoor venues with
creative design and innovative artwork. The NSG design teams
have enhanced public spaces in a timely fashion within budgets
ranging from $25,000 to $2.8 million. When appropriate, the
design team grows to include architects, landscape architects,
structural engineers, designers and contractors from around the
nation. Dependent on the nature of each project, the NSG draws
upon this knowledgeable group of professionals with proven
accountability in past projects. 
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